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EMPTY CHAIRS, WAITING FAMILIES

Having a missing person is unlike any other experience
encountered in life. The unknown fate and whereabouts of a
loved one leaves the family in perpetual uncertainty, making
it impossible for them to neither grieve properly nor continue
hoping.

The chairs in this catalogue are the first works of the memorialization
project that the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and
ACT for the Disappeared have embarked on in collaboration with
Artichoke Studio as of 2016. These chairs were designed and painted
by brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers, wives, daughters, sons and even
grandchildren of people who went missing in Lebanon during armed
conflicts since 1975.

Empty chairs symbolize the empty spaces that the missing left behind.

Each one of them is the creative work of a family - most of whom

had never held a paint brush before - and reflects the missing loved
one’s personality and the memories his relatives have of him. They
were created during group sessions that allowed the families to share
their suffering with others who have experienced a similar situation
and transform it into a meaningful expression. This collective work
brought together families from different backgrounds highlighting
their common cause, empowering and encouraging them to continue
their struggle to know the fate of their missing loved ones.

The chairs help bring relief in the fact that each missing person is seen
as more than just a number among the thousands who disappeared
during the armed conflicts. Behind each chair is a family who is still
waiting to know the fate of its loved one(s) and who is still seeking
ways to honor them with dignity. This project is an effort to recognize
the unique struggle of the families and of their endeavors to find a
place for their missing in the collective memory of the war. Today,
when there are still no reunions, no funerals, and unknown fates,
missing persons are given a time and a space to be remembered
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THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC)

Mandate

The International Committee of the

Red Cross is an impartial, neutral and
independent organization whose exclusively
humanitarian mission is to protect the

lives and dignity of victims of war and
internal violence and to provide them with
assistance. It also endeavors to prevent
suffering by promoting and strengthening
humanitarian law and universal
humanitarian principles. Established in

1863, the ICRC is at the origin of the Geneva
Conventions and the International Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement.

Missing

Part of its mandate and mission, the ICRC
works to assist families separated by
conflict to trace their loved ones, exchange
messages and reunite. It seeks to prevent
disappearances, protect those at risk thereof,
and clarify the fate of missing persons. Since
2012 in Lebanon, the ICRC has engaged

in a comprehensive program seeking to
prepare the ground for a state-led process
to clarify the fate of all persons missing as a
result of the armed conflicts in the country
since 1975, and support their families. This
includes collecting information that could
be used in future identification efforts by
the authorities, advocating for the Right

to Know of families and providing them
with a supporting network and activities
through its Accompaniment project, and
strengthening local forensic capacities. In
2017, the ICRC is working in partnership with
Act for the Disappeared to implement the
Accompaniment project.

For more, please visit
www.icrc.org/en/missing-persons-lebanon
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For more, please visit
www.actforthedisappeared.com

www.fushatamal.org
and www.facebook.com/act4thedisappeared

ACT FORTHE DISAPPEARD

Act for the Disappeared is a Lebanese
human rights association founded in 2010.
Its mission is to work towards fostering a
reconciliation process in Lebanon by ending
the injustice suffered by the families of the
missing, and by engaging the Lebanese to
address their violent past.

Act seeks to document past crimes and
provide a platform for truth telling. Act
conducts interviews with victims, witnesses
and former combatants, and makes part of
this information available to the public on
the digital platform “Fushat’ Amal” (Space
for hope). Sensitive information is kept
confidential and will be given to a national
commission in charge of investigating the
fate of the missing once created. Meanwhile,
Act uses this information to locate sites of
graves and protect them from destruction;
thus, ensuring the victims could be exhumed
and identified in the future.

Act also aims to generate a better
understanding of the past among the youth
by engaging them in an inter-generational
oral history project. As part of this project
the youth listen to the voices of the victims
and collect their testimonies. This memory
work gives a place to the different narratives
of the war and contributes to developing
better acceptance of the other.

Since 2015, Act supports and empowers
the families of the missing in their search to
know the fate of their loved ones through
memorialization projects. Since 2017, Act

is working in partnership with the ICRC

to provide the families with a supporting
network and a holistic and wide-ranging
assistance.
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ARTICHOKE STUDIO

Artichoke Studio is a social enterprise

in Lebanon committed to promoting

art therapy as a recognizable, available,
and affordable mental health service

in the region. It offers art therapy to
individuals, groups and communities
seeking psychological support and
self-development, operating on high
professional and ethical standards. In

its mission to reach out to vulnerable
populations, Artichoke Studio collaborates
with local and international organizations
using creative expression as a tool for
change and growth. It also aims at
collaborating with other professionals

to expand the research and provide
educational development in the field of art
therapy and mental health counseling.

Given that it is established in the turmoil of
the Middle East, some of Artichoke Studio’s
significant work has been with populations
affected by war, especially in Lebanon and
Irag. Art therapy has been implemented
with the families of the disappeared during
Lebanon’s civil war, settled Palestinians in
Lebanon, recent Syrian refugees, displaced
Iraqis, etc.

Since 2016, Artichoke Studio has been
collaborating with ACT For The Disappeared
and ICRC in initiating and implementing
the “Empty Chairs” project within the
Accompaniment project.

For more, please visit www.artichokstudio.org
www.facebook.com/artichokestudio
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Adnan,
missing since 1982
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| wish you could sit down
to tell you about The
Committee of Families of
Kidnapped and Disappeared
in Lebanon.

If only you knew how your
kidnapping shook me!

Your cause Adnan, my cause,

the cause of all who disappeared.
We shouted our lungs out, and
walked until the streets melted
into our footsteps...

We didn't give up.

If you could sit a bit longer,

| would tell you about those
who violated the chairs and who
never made a homeland...

I would tell you more about our
identity.

Wadad Halawani, Adnan’s wife



Ahmad,

missing since 1985
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Nour El Houda, Ahmad’s sister
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Ajwad,

missing since 1982
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J9.>|4ma.w iodew  Salma, Ajwad’s sister
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Alfred,
missing since 1982
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Nader,

missing since 1982
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My brother-in-law Alfred used to
work in construction and Nader
was a cook. Me and my daughter
painted images related to their
professions on the chairs. It gave
us the space to express ourselves
about them. Although I'm not
related by blood to either Alfred or
Nader, | still feel very sad for them,
for not knowing what happened
to them. Through the project, | and
my daughter learned that many
other families are living the same
distress as us.

Therese, Alfred and Nader’s
sister-in-law
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Ali,
missing since 1975
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My brother Ali went missing in the
Port of Beirut. | imagine him trying
to swim away to save his life.

| drew the sea on the chair, a young
man swimming, and a boat sailing
far away. The young man is trying
to wave for the boat to save him...

Anisse, Ali’s sister
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Antoine,
missing since 1982
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I'm not always the best at expressing myself,
except through poems:

You have a place in our small house
It is kept for you, it never changed
This chair swings

to the melodies of our suffering

It misses you

Flowers adorn its shoulders

| hope a wind will carry their scent
And explain this suffering

You left, but your shadow remains
To comfort your roses,

as the scream pains

Where are you falling tears

Your leaning shadow still holds that place
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My brother Antoine worked for the
customs and loved music; we used
to fall asleep to different melodies
every night. That's why there are
musical notes on the chair. Antoine
used to help our father collect
grapes, and he was known for his
love of gardenias which he planted
a lot. The green color | painted on
the chair brings me hope. | hope to
see him back one day. The chairs
represent our missing loved ones,
who are still with us, while their
places remain empty.

Layla, Antoine's sister

POEM ON THE CHAIR

Dance of the Gardenia...
One Day...

Out of a thousand nights
And a thousand swords
Behind the prisons bars

From thousands of guards
And the tears of your suffering
From thousands of shackles
And the window of a dream

The light of freedom will appear

The perfume of our reunion will spread
The gardenia will dance

And its perfume

Layla
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Assad,

missing since 1982
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This image is about my missing
brother and our whole family,
including those who have passed
away. The chair is divided in two;
first the upper part where | drew
a grey bird that represents my
missing brother.

The bird is carrying a string tied
to a poem in its mouth and is
surrounded by our brother and
father who passed away. They are
the two birds to the right and left.
On the second and lower part is
the poem surrounded by birds.
The blue one symbolizes me and
the red dove my mother, and the
others are my siblings. In the end,
all birds fly. As they say:

“He wo spreads his wings calls
for freedom”.

Munir, Assad’s brother
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Ayman,
missing since 1982
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My son Ayman was kidnapped in
1982. 1 have kept a photo of him with
his friend Chahine, which he sent me
with this message on the back:

“Chahine and | took this photo in
the new Choueifat studio (Starco
Studio) while attending its opening
ceremony. Amal and her sister were
there and we spent the whole night
together. Hyam was there too and
she says Hi. | sent you this picture as
a souvenir and to reassure you that
we are doing well here.”

| put the photo on this chair with a
picture of angels that Ayman loves

a lot. It was a gift from his girlfriend
whom he in return gave my ring
which he used to carry in his pocket.
Ayman gave me this picture saying:
“She is like you, a mother with her
children. Keep it”. And | did. | chose
navy blue for the chair because
Ayman liked this color a lot. | still
have his navy blue sweater that

he loves to wear. This chair is very
meaningful and | participated in this
project because | loved this group.

Nohad, Ayman’s mother
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Chahin,
missing since 1982

vr.y W
VAAY sledl o sgddo

oy 139 agy Ligsd Ll bale ol AT Sl ol
Gl @etp el desligoss dopell s

iclypy sliieYlg dchll Cal sal . yoaall (o Gewbual
Q.yulSJJi&.oLu.m ‘).Qhaﬂléooﬂqiﬁh;.oww
ayaadl o

Osabd oy Gillsladldaypls e pey oSl i

G didios pyeidug ilin e ol Lol lguduc
03929 .lawall 26 Ll ago puady ol gl LoS 1 Slus
Sagl oIS 2 pall g odadly Caall o Jjiall
Lo Gl Ly

osalid B aely

My brother Chachin used to come
to our village on Sundays and sit in
the garden. He planted basil and
roses while listening to the birds
chirping in their cage. He loved
gardening and took care of his
crops, spending most of the day in
the garden with the birds listening
to audiotapes.

This chair represents the way of
life Chahine loved. He liked to take
care of my daughters and of their
hair since he was a hairdresser.
They used to go with him to Nabaa
al-Safa. His presence in the house
filled it with peace and joy, but
then it came to an end.

Walid, Chahin’s brother
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Elias,
missing since 1984
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This chair is a memory. It is to
remind other people, and not only
ourselves, of past memories.

While drawing this chair | went
through my own memories with
my brother. As | was looking
through a book published about
him | found an image of him full
of color. | wanted to reproduce it
to show his love for art. The young
man on the chair represents my
brother’s joyful character and his
love for life.

Sayde, Elias’s sister



Elias.H,
missing since 1976
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Jebran, Elias’s brother
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Fouad,
missing since 1986
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love for socializing.

Kamil, Fouad’s brother
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Ghaleb,
missing since 1977
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This chair embodies my brother
Ghaleb’s memories and it is a
reminder of his memory. | showed
his handicrafts, and expressed the
hobbies and the words that he
likes. | used the bright colors of
the rainbow which he loved. His
character resembled the rainbow,
as he used to say:

“It springs from the seventh
earth to the seventh sky”.

These are the colors of life, the
colors of an eighteen year-old boy.

Nibal, Ghaleb’s sister
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Hadi,
missing since 1982
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Hadi is my youngest brother.

He was a school student with high
hopes. He was especially known
for his love for knowledge and
discovery. He was mature and
social for his young age and loved
by everyone.

| wanted to represent the weird
questions he used to ask in order
to show his deep thinking about
things. This -18year-old boy was
only convinced by rationality. He
was also against the social

class system.

Ebtisam, Hadi’s sister
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Hassan,
missing since 1982

IO
VAAY olell Sie 9dh0

O € pgidl 2188 Gale 3oy S5 ol s Sl
ole Jaz lgelgil JSy bl duslas Caal .« Jlall
o g piaadl polic agiog poldl (o el o)
T olaglly Jopllg sl Caamsy ellil 35c Glolio
095 5allgl 653 Laia e Sl i iacles
aal posdl o Jass agdl il Cipedia a3l
oMl IS

C6lSg pupal peagdan poliaubl Gble Lle Cudyes
o ol iy S il Loagy &5l idogo dupas
0i o Ll iles il Lo o liad Calubal JS ¢po ol
J55 ol Ll gaizell 5S35 8 bacbus uol Sl

O Rl o

My father Hassan wasn't just any
man, he was known as ‘Hassan the
Hero'. He loved to play sports, all
kinds of sports. He used to train
people, even from the army, in
different areas. This is why | drew
the sea, the sand and hills.

The chair helped me build a
memory of my father that will last
forever. It helped me feel that I'm
creating something for a person |
truly love.

Meeting the other families was
very interesting as well. It made me
realize | am not alone, that families
from all over Lebanon are also still
suffering. These chairs will help us
tell society that we have not given
up on our cause.

Ebtisam, Hadi’s sister
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Kamel,
missing since 1977
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My father Kamel used to love
nature and animals; he planted a
lot and tended to his land himself.
We had all kinds of pets and
animals.

On the chair, | wanted to
summarize his life; our home in
Jezzine and the garden around it,
and a narghile which he loved to
smoke while contemplating the
garden. Painting this chair has
brought back all these memories
of him.

Mohammad, Kamel’s son
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Mtanios,
missing since 1991
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My brother Mtanios loved two
things; hunting and listening to
music.

On the chair, | drew an instrument
and a mountain covered in snow
where he used to hunt. | liked the
idea of the chairs; they remind
others that we are still suffering.

Michel, Mtanios’s brother
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Nazih,

missing since 1982
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My husband was a fisherman.

| still remember the last time | saw
him; the day he went missing.

He was by the shore in Saida and
was taken away along with his
motorbike and his catch of the
day. This is what | expressed on the
chair. | also put his footprints on
the sand, which remind me of the
scene.

| liked working on this chair; it
allowed me to remember my
husband and the last time | saw
him. I really liked the idea of having
something that represents my
husband.

Jamila, Nazih’s wife
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Nouri and Fadila,
missing since 1975
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My parents Nouri and Fadila

went missing when | was only

15 months old and my brother 3
months. “What do you remember
about your parents? What did
they love the most?” | wish | could
answer those questions. | wish

| remembered anything about
them. | never even got the chance
to speak to them.

I only have one picture of me with
them. It was taken just before they
disappeared. | split the picture
between the two chairs, and | split
myself between them both. | hope
they will come back and sit on the
chairs. | hope to learn something
about their fate.

Nariman, Nouri and Fadila’s daughter
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Salim,
missing since 1985
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My husband Salim loved nature
and used to work in agriculture.

At our home East of Saida, he grew
different types of fruits like citrus
and loquats. He worked on his land
until the day he disappeared. Salim
liked to stay up under the moon
light listening to the sound of birds
chirping. | still keep birds waiting
for him to come back.

Georgette, Salim’s wife
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Roudy,

missing since 1985
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Roudy loved life and staying up at
night, he was always happy and
dynamic. He inherited the love of
agriculture from his father and helped
him cultivate. He liked to raise animals
and made his small farm in which

he raised chicken, sheep, and birds.
He was also fond of hunting and his
favorite food was snails.l am waiting
for him to return on a moonlit night,
and | will carry olive tree branches
because they symbolize peace.

Georgette, Roudy’s mother
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Said.H,

missing since 1982
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| took part in this project to tell the
story of my missing brother. Said

was a righteous man, a lawyer and a
well-doer. He knew many people but
had no enemies. He used to transport
people from East to West Beirut and
helped in hostage exchanges. This is
how he went missing. | searched for
my brother and made phone calls, but
I was only given wrong information.
People tried to stop me and a few
months after he was kidnapped, | was
given bones and told they were for
my brother. Then, | was told he was in
Israel. | filed a tracing request during
my search

and | met the head of a committee
who apologized to me saying:

“Said, | am sorry... They took him".

The ICRC has shed light on this cause
and helped us. That is why | wanted to
take part in this project. | drew a road,
the car my brother was kidnapped in
with my brother and the people he
used to help. | drew this story to raise
awareness about what happened.

Riad, Said’s brother
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Said.M,

missing since 1976
‘JJ“S-I.U

14V olell Jio 39840

ol G Jazy BlLs 188 TS (Sgadll Joall Lally Cal
saal L &l B aall dagylall gy aic byic Uil
g 331 Lle sally juol Ly yogs S Laiasg o9
e anng)Slldelnsd yied dygall JlansIlg apig sl
e puadll Gslodll glad yiaig bally o oyl Lia

O dugiio Cand dobaall Lamsdgl 5o licg Lillg

_\.és_a.uu.c.‘l:aiml.cm9).o.u.\

Our father loved all kinds of
handicraft. He was an artist who
worked with stone. This is why
we represented him through this
artistic work. We still remember
the day we had to flee our house,
our father insisted to take the
bag of crochet and artwork with
him. The piece of crochet on the
chair represents our father and
the five pieces of fabric represent
our mother and us children. The
crochet is not completed because
the story of our father is also
unfinished.

Samar and Samia, Said’s daughters
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Salim,
missing since 1982
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My husband Salim loved many
things in life. His favorite escape
was to drink coffee outside with
me in nature. He was obsessed
with his camera, he took it
everywhere. He took many photos
of our children, posing a lot with
them. | reflected these things

on the chair, as well as a car that
resembles our car at the time.

The chair took me back to when
Salim was still with us. | was happy
to remember the details, and

to remember him this way. The
project also introduced me to
other people living a tragedy like
mine. | felt | am not alone.

Hoda, Salim’s wife
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Sobhi,
missing since 1982
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My brother Sobhi went missing
on the first day of Eid al Adha.

I still remember it; he wore his
new clothes and went to wish
my sisters a blessed Eid. But he
never came back. The shirt and
jeans | put on this chair were the
last thing he was wearing before
he disappeared. All | need and all
I want is to know the fate of my
brother.

\

Zarife, Sobhi’s sister
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