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Thousand people are missing and forcibly
disappeared in Lebanon.

They are Lebanese and residents of
Lebanon from all communities and all
arts of the country. Most of them are
civilians. Many were kidnapped from their
homes, from the streets, or at checkpoints
controlled by militias or foreign troops.

Families of disappeared continued their
mobilization and blocked five crossings.
The committee of families wants to continue
the protest and talks about intensifying it.

Apart from kidnappings, many people are
thought to have disappeared as a result of
mass Kkillings and the successive rounds
of violence.
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Adnan Halwani, 36 years old, was St e, () committed suicide.
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a history and geography teacher.

He was taken from his home and
never returned. He is the father of
two sons and has now 2 grand-
children.

Samia Mouhamad al Mahmoud was
24 years old. She was travelling
with 3 other friends for university
studies when she was kidnapped.

Isabelle Youssef Khalaf, was 55 years
old. She is the mother of 5 children.
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MOBILIZATION OF THEIR

FAMILIES & FRIENDS

On November 17, 1982, families who did
not have information on the whereabouts
of their relatives gathered for the first time
at Corniche el Mazraa, Beirut.

Jalto J-o1)
(29909 0JI

The Committee of Families
demands in a press conference
the release of the kidnapped, the
missing and the detained.

Since this date the
families never stopped
to organize sit-ins and
demonstrations in order
to make their voices
heard and to ask for
help in finding their
“disappeared”.
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DISAPPEARED

FAMILIES & FRIENDS
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Khiam liberated.
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IN LEBANON
MOBILIZATION OF THEIR

Leagues of
families get back
from Damascus
without answers
after their visit to
three presidential
palaces.
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Extract of the joint
memo signed by
17 Lebanese civil

society organizations
and submitted to

the President of the
Republic, General Michel
Sleiman, June 2008.
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DISAPPEARED
IN LEBANON

ATTEMPTS TO CLOSE THE FILE

The Taef Agreement destined at putting
an end to the Lebanese civil war made
no mention of the fate of the thousands of
missing persons.

In 1991, the militias were disbanded and no
conditions were imposed onthemto provide
iInformation on the fate of the persons they
kidnapped or to release any prisoners they
may possibly be holding.

Since the end of the war, the Lebanese
authorities have adopted various measures
aiming at closing — but without resolving —
the issue of enforced disappearances.

Law 434 on procedure for declaring the
death of a disappeared person.

In 1995 the Lebanese government voted a
law allowing to declare as deceased people
who had been reported as missing. This was
the first official decision concerning the issue
of the disappeared. Instead of addressing
the fundamental right to know the truth
about the fate of their relatives by leading
investigation, this law was considered by the
vast majority of the families as an attempt to
buy off their silence.
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AL NAHAR - 05/03/1992

A machine from hell has
taken thousands and has
destroyed a civilization &

a country.

Slasyl saledy

TowC L 1| WL S
ettty jlly ol

Has Berry’s initiative
closed the file of the

kidnapped?
Bakhos:

We are waiting for a
consensual formulae between
the confessions.

Barraje:

Declaring death without
iInvestigation is not a solution.
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DISAPPEARED
IN LEBANON

WAITI NG 17 November 1982 -
Following the radio call of a woman, whose
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KN OW TH EI R FATE flrst time to demand the release of_thelr relatives.

17 November 2012

30 years later thousands of people are still missing.
Their families never stopped to ask for help In
finding their «disappeared».
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"ﬁ% Kingdom of the Netherlands
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THE LITTLE WE KNOW
ABOUT THEIR FATE...

IN LEBANON

The families of the thousands of missing and
disappeared persons have no information as to
their whereabouts or fate, or whether they are
alive or dead.
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AL NAHAR - 30/10/1999

Friends of the committee
launched the campaign
“It is our right to know™.

The families of the missing and forced
disappeared have the right to know
what happened to their relatives:

If they are alive, they want their release.

If they are dead, they want their remains so
that they may bury them in dignity and mourn
over them.

Under the pressure by the families of the
disappeared, the Lebanese authorities created
in 2000 a commission mandated with uncovering
the fate of the missing and disappeared.
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IN LEBANON

THE LITTLE WE KNOW
ABOUT THEIR FATE..

Whereas the commission was supposed to «resolve» the issue of the disappeared,
the only answer given to the families was a two-page summary of the final report of

the commission.
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I'n this summary the Lebanese state acknowledged
that there are many mass graves across the

Lebanese territory. it even named three of them
(photos below). The Lebanese state never provided any

" o

Mar-Mitr cemetery, Ashrafieh.

On November 17, 2012, a bus tour stopped at these
three locations, where mass graves were officially

recognized to be located, in order to denounce the

inaction of the Lebanese authorities.

Martyrs’ cemeteries, Horsh Beirut.
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information about the «inquiry» that led to these
conclusions, and, 12 years later, it has not taken
any steps to protect these sites or exhume the

remains buried there.

Tahwita cemeteries.
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IN LEBANON

THE LITTLE WE KNOW
ABOUT THEIR FATE

Occasionally, remains are found by
coincidence (on construction sites or
archaeological sites).

Excavation in
assumed area in
Halat, no trace of
mass graves

AL NAHAR - 04/12/2005

Mass graves in Anjar.

In 2005, the mass grave located on the grounds
of the Ministry of National Defense in Yarzeh was
opened

18 bo
analys

buried

ies were identified through DNA
s and returned to their families who

them in dignity.

Thus, Lebanon has the capacity to exhume the
human remains that are found and identify them.
So it is possible to address this issue if there is a
political will to do so.
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AL NAHAR - 16/04/2008

Excavation In Beit Mery iIn

search for martyrs.

AL NAHAR - 09/12/2005

But the Lebanese judicial authorities, which are
responsible for the exhumation and identification

of bodies, fall to disclose any information on
the progress of their work and about what they

o0 with the remains when these are found.
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Yarze, The collect
of 17 corpses
ends the search.



IN SYRIA

THE LITTLE WE KNOW
ABOUT THEIR FATE

Duringits presenceinLebanon, the Syrianarmy and
the Syrian intelligence services, often with the help
ofitslocalallies, illegally detained people. Hundreds
of these detained persons were transferred to Syria
where they are being secretly detained.

Family associations have documented over
600 such cases.

Family associations and NGOs have managed to
gather strong evidence pointing to these people’s
detention, in addition to the testimonies of some
former detainees who were released over the
years from Syrian prisons.

Libanais détenus en Syrie
Un tabou qui a trop duré

Une trop longue attente

Outre le fait de savoir leurs proches détenus en Syrie, le plus dur pour les familles est de
rester sans nouvelles d>eux. En effet, une fois arrétes par les forces syriennes ou leurs alliés
(partis et services de renseignement nationaux), les «coupablesy» disparaissaient sans laisser
de traces. Leurs proches ont bien entendu tenté de les retrouver et de comprendre pourquoi
ils ont €t¢ emmenes. A chaque fois, leur quéte de vérité syest confrontée a un mur de deéni, de
mensonges, et de pressions en tout genre. Une situation qui, pour certaines de ces familles,
dure depuis pres de trente ans. Sonia Eid, présidente du comiteé des Parents de Détenus,
attend quant a elle, son fils Jihad, depuis 15 ans. Il a été enlevé un 13 octobre 1990 a Hadath.
Grace au témoignage d>un ex-détenu libanais, Sonia apprend que son fils est passé par
Anjar avant de se retrouver dans une prison syrienne nommee «Section Palestine». Elle a pu
obtenir une autorisation, d>un officier libanais, pour aller voir son fils. Sur place, sa demande
fut rejetée. «lls ont ni¢ que mon fils se trouvait dans cette prison alors que mon document
provenait d>un homme avec lequel 1ls ¢taient en contacty, proteste t-elle. Mme Eid tentera
sept autres démarches, qui lui coliteront cher, pour voir son fils. «Ils nous demandaient
chaque fois de D>argent pour I>obtention d>un permis de visite», dit-t-elle. Sonia réussira

a voir son fils une fois en quinze ans, et de maniere tres officieuse. «J»ai di débourser
beaucoup drargent pour celay, dit-elle.

La politique de la confusion

A ce jour, hEtat syrien nya cess¢ de se contredire sur la question des détenus libanais dans
ses prisons, brouillant volontairement encore plus les pistes. Il a toujours refuse de divulguer
le nombre exact de prisonniers libanais comme les raisons de leur arrestation. Mais sous

la pression des familles, des institutions internationales comme des ONG, les autorités
syriennes ont di libérer quelques uns, toujours au compte-goutte. Ceci confirmait le nombre
important de prisonniers, malgre les dires officiels. Le 24 novembre 1996, le président Elias
Hraou1 admet, lors d»une conférence de presse a Baabda, hexistence de 210 détenus libanais
en Syrie. En mars 1998, 121 drentre eux sont libéres. Parallelement, les autorités syriennes
admettent retenir toujours 25 prisonniers, accusés de collaboration avec Israél. En aott 2000,
cheikh Hachem Minkara, ancien responsable du Mouvement de Dunification islamique, est
libéré. Sa detention avait toujours €te€ nice par les autorités syriennes. Le 26 juin 2001, le
président Bachar el-Assad déclare a la commission des Affaires étrangeres de 1> Assemblée
nationale frangaise qu>il n>y avait plus aucun Libanais détenu en Syrie. Pourtant, le 8 mai
2002, hambassade de Syrie en Suede reconnait la détention de trois ressortissants libanais.

Magazine 22/04/05

To date, the Syrian government has never acknowledged their detention, even though
since 1998, more than 150 Lebanese detainees have heen released from Syrian prisons.
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101 detained came back and today
most of them will be freed.

W

AL NAHAR - 12/12/2000

45 detainees in Syria were transferred yesterday night to the
Ministry of Defense.

’,/; *&AC the [Uluo Jo-2id
Q|§APPEARED (2298801




THE LITTLE WE KNOW

ABOUT THEIR FATE

IN SYRIA

In 2005, the families of the detainees in Syria started a sit-in

downtown Beirut demanding that serious measures be taken by the Lebanese
authorities. To date, the families are still there, waiting for the Lebanese State
to take action.
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In 2005, a joint Lebanese-
Syrian Commission was
created with the mandate of
investigating the Lebanese
detainees and forcibly
disappeared in Syria.

The Lebanese members transmit the list of names of the Lebanese
missing persons to their Syrian counterpart which is supposed to conduct
the necessary investigations and yield answers as to their fate and
whereabouts.

To date, the Syrian members only answered back about 2 cases.
Concerning all the other cases they declared to the Lebanese members that
they did not know these persons.

On the commemoration
of the third year of the
protest of the families
of detained in Syria.
Mothers, former detained
and activits insist on the
judiciary process.
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THE LITTLE WE KNOW
ABOUT THEIR FATE..

IN ISRAEL

During Israel’s occupation of South Lebanon, hundreds of people were
abducted by the Israeli army and its local allies and transferred into Israel.

In recent years, several rounds of exchanges coordinated by the International ~ L&€banon welcomes ,the
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) have allowed the remains of most :g::;':n"s' the martys
dlsappeared persons to he returned to thelr families. |
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The transfer operation between oty Cals ¥

Israel and Lebanon was completed ;';_A_w.“ ‘_‘I.JJ Aée—&

at sunset on 16 July, when the
remaining ten ICRC trucks and ald_lgl hdbé ‘Q_l_wae
trailers containing 185 coffins of

human remains crossed from Israel
into Lebanon and were handed over
to Hezbollah representatives.

The whole transfer operation of
detainees and human remains
lasted the entire day. In total, the
ICRC facilitated the handover of 197
coffins containing human remains 7 ey NS o
from Israeli authorities to Hezbollah. fras ) | faped sy oy Sy il G cha B s bl ol e Sacle 0

Hezbollah handed over two coffins %,}Z&ffug?}fj{@;ﬂ f“?ﬂ;;i%?iﬁﬁgéj

containing human remains that S i o iy L S B ol e i

the ICRC transferred to the Israel (Yoot e sl bl s

authorities. AL MOUSTAQBAL - 31/01/2004

In 2008, 185 coffins of human remains were handed Jads ol calo ...Juilpul gmﬁﬁoglmﬂ
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SOLUTIONS EXIST

WHICH ACTION PLAN FOR LEBANON?

Over the past few years, a number of ways to address the issue of

the missing and the disappeared in Lebanon have heen developed

and put forth:

Conduct serious investigations to
gather information about those who

are believed to have been handed ' e S
over to Syria or Israel and take the | o« &
necessary steps in view of securing . a YW ?
the release of persons who are alive
and the return of remains of those
who are deceased.
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Create an exhaustive list of the
disappeared and a national file of the
families of the disappeared (including
a DNA database) in order to prepare
the ground for undertaking the
identification of remains exhumed.

Locate sites of mass and individual

graves across the Lebanese territory;
ensure their protection until they are
opened, and exhume any remains
found; carry out the identification of
these remains in order to return them
to their families, for a dignified and
rightful burial.

Create a National Institute to manage and implement this plan.
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SOLUTIONS EXIST

LAW FOR THE MISSING &
FORCIBLY DISAPPEARED PERSONS

Civil society organizations have developed a legal framework in

order to implement this action plan.

Main provisions of the Law for the Missing and
Forcibly Disappeared Persons.

Article 3: Right to Know

- Families have the right to know the fate of their missing

or forcibly disappeared relatives, including their current
whereabouts or, if dead, the causes and circumstances that
led to their death and the location of their remains.

- If the remains of a missing or forcibly disappeared person
are identified, the family has the right to receive these. The
realization of this right requires that mass graves be located
and marked, and the interred remains be exhumed and
identified.

Article 5: State Obligation to Provide Information it

Possessed
- All State institutions shall provide the Institute with all
“tracing-related information” in their possession.

Article 6: Obligation to Disclose Tracing-Related

Information

Any person in possession of information regarding the

existence of an individual or mass grave on real estate
which he/she owns, has lived or worked in, in whatever
capacity, shall disclose this information voluntarily [...].

Article 9: Establishment of the Institute
- An Institute for missing and forcibly disappeared persons

shall be established according to the terms set out in this law.

- The Institute shall be an independent administrative body in
charge of determining the fate of the missing and the forcibly
disappeared [...].

If adoptedby the Lebanese parliament this would
not only represent an official acknowledgement
of the decades-old suffering of these families,

but also enable the concrete and effective
solution to the issue, in a transparent and
Inclusive mannetr.

Relatives of missing propose draft law

The families of some 17,000 people who went missing or were forcibly
disappeared during the Civil War proposed Friday a draft law aimed at uncovering
their relatives’ fate.

The draft law, prepared by civil society activists, human rights experts, judges
and lawyers 1n collaboration with several nongovernmental organizations urges
the government to establish an independent administrative body to resolve the
decades-old issue.

In a wide-ranging roundtable discussion at the Gefinor Hotel in Beirut, activists
and legal experts discussed the draft law, which 1s comprised of 31 articles, the
most notable of which calls for the establishment of an Institute for Missing
Persons, including a Bureau and a Public National Commission. The body
would act autonomously and have financial independence from the government,
according to several NGO officials at the conference . The project, which 1s
funded and coordinated by the European Union delegation in Beirut, would work
to trace mass graves, through information provided by the state, witnesses and
organizations. According to the draft law, all witness accounts would remain
confidential.

The discussion also hosted a number of international experts with experience in
forced disappearances in Bosnia and Guatemala.

Jeremy Sarkin, chairperson of the U.N. Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances, said the case of missing people i1s an ongoing human
rights violation. “The society and the individual need to know what happened to
their relatives and for what particular motivation,” he said.

Sarkin called for establishing a balance between finding the truth and achieving
accountability. “Do we exchange truth for accountability? There should be a
balance between both,” Sarkin added. “Perpetrators should be dealt with with
carrots and sticks, some form of amnesty would ensure tracing the location of the
missing people,” said Sarkin.

Echoing his words, Khaled Ghazy, legal adviser from the International Committee
of the Red Cross, said it 1s possible to achieve a balance between accountability
and truth through “amnesty for truth.”

Ghazy said that the interest of the relatives must come first. “This 1s a primary
concern, because not letting the families know the truth 1s torture 1n itself and

the government should give families the right to know the truth about their loved
ones,” Ghazy added.

Metn MP Ghassan Moukhaiber, who took part in the roundtable discussion,

said the 1ssue of the missing should prompt a look back at the past. “It should

be an open window to look back into the era of war ... this 1s why investigation
should be ongoing,” said Moukhaiber, who has for years supported the campaign.
Moukhaiber also said that government security institutions have intelligence
information that would help speed up the search for the truth. “I call on the
Internal Security Forces and intelligence personnel of the Lebanese Army to
disclose all the information that they possess regarding the fate of the missing
people,” he said.

THE DAILY STAR 25/02/2012 (extract)
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WE CAN ACT

IT IS OUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The more people support the cause of the missing and
disappeared, the more chances we have to see solutions
implemented by the Lebanese authorities.

PETITION “IT IS OUR RIGHT TO KNOW”

This petition calls on Lebanese authorities to take up its
responsibility in ensuring our right to know and setting
guarantees to help avoid this from happening again. It calls on

our representatives to develop and adopt a solution that is both
meaningful and sustainable to the issue of the missing and forcibly
disappeared in Lebanon. -

As a relative of a missing person, | want to know what happened
to my relative, if he/she is still alive and in case of death, | want to
recover his/her remains.

As a citizen, | want to know what happened to the thousands of
persons who went missing in Lebanon over the past decades. It
IS a necessity for society to reconcile and a satfequard against the
recurrence of violations.

ENOUGH
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WE CAN ACT

| BREAK THE SILENCE

30 years have passed since the families of the disappeared have
for the first time raised their voice to demand the return of their
loved ones. ENOUGH WAITING.

Ask, tell, share,
the stories of the missing
and disappeared persons.

Demand &
defend our
right to know.

~ We need to put an
‘end to the national
state of oblivion.

Weneedto @
break the wall = CACER: sive ol
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